First Day Writing
In looking ahead to the semester, you’ll see that we have quite a bit of work to do together – reading and writing and discussing both! Before we jump in with both feet, I want us to spend some time this first day getting to know one another. You’ll turn this in today.
Instructions: Choose one of the following to write a paragraph or two about. Then everyone should write a paragraph or two of response to the last question: How do you write? 

CHOOSE ONE:
What are you doing here?

Help me to understand why you (or your advisor) selected this section of this course at this hour of the day/week. Do you have responsibilities or extracurricular activities that require your presence at other times, for instance? Did you have any choice in what times your English classes were?

Why are you in school now?

Talk a bit about the life circumstances that put you here. 
What do you expect from this course? 

Think about what you’ve heard about ENG1301, and write a bit about that. Maybe I can help clarify misconceptions.

What previous experiences with writing do you have that have prepared you for this class and for your life in college?
Tell about a writing assignment that was particularly interesting, challenging, or rewarding or about one that didn’t turn out as you expected.

EVERYONE: How do you write?

When a teacher gives you a writing prompt, how do you approach it? What steps do you take first? Then what? And then what happens after that? If you’re given freedom to write outside of class, what do you do differently? Talk about strategies or tricks or posture or preparation or all of those.
