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Near-Record High See Religion Losing Influence in America

PRINCETON, NJ -- Seven in 10 Americans say religion is losing its influence on American life -- one of

the highest such responses in Gallup's 53-year history of asking this question, and significantly higher
than in the first half of the past decade.

At the present time, do you think religion as a whole is increasing its

nfluence on American life or losing its influence?
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Americans' views of the influence of religion in the U.S. have fluctuated substantially in the years since
1957, when Gallup first asked this question. At that point, perhaps reflecting the general focus on family
values that characterized the Eisenhower era, 69% of Americans said religion was increasing its influence,
the most in Gallup's history.

Views of the influence of religion shifted dramatically in the mid-1960s. By 1970, in the midst of the
protests over the Vietnam War and general social upheaval, a record 75% of Americans said religion was
losing influence in American society. These views moderated in the years thereafter. At several points
during the Reagan administration, a plurality of Americans returned to the view that religion was
increasing its influence. By the early 1990s, Americans became more convinced again that religion was
losing its influence. These views persisted until a sharp reversal after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks,
when a number of social and political indicators, including presidential and congressional approval and
overall satisfaction with the way things were going, showed substantial increases.
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Views that religion was increasing in influence began to fade in the second half of the last decade. The 7 in

10 Americans who now say religion is losing its influence is tied with 2009 for the most who have held
such a view since 1970.

Personal Importance of Religion Broadly Stable in Recent Years

Americans' views about the influence of religion in their own lives have been considerably more stable
over the past six or seven decades than their views about the influence of religion on American society.

Fifty-four percent of Americans in 2010 say religion is "very important" in their lives. This is down
slightly from the past two decades, but roughly equal with levels measured in the 1980s. Americans were
much more positive about the effect of religion on their own lives in the 1950s and 1960s, including the
historic high of 75% who said religion was very important in 1952.

How important would you say religion is in yowr own life -—- very

important, farly important, or not very important ?
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Church and Synagogue Membership Reflects Slow Decline

Self-reported church or synagogue membership has drifted slowly downward over the past 70 years. The
current 61% of Americans who report church or synagogue membership is tied with 2007 and 2008 as the
lowest in Gallup's history and down significantly from a high of 76% in1947.
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Do you happen to be a member of a chuwrch or synagogue?
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Implications

When Gallup asks Americans to opine about the influence of religion on American society in general, they
most likely take into account a wide variety of social, political, and economic factors in arriving at their
responses. Although views that religion was increasing its influence were highest during the Republican
administrations of Eisenhower, Reagan, and George W. Bush, this political connection does not appear to
be the primary explanatory factor. Views on the increasing influence of religion were quite low during the
Republican administrations of Richard Nixon and George H.W. Bush.

Gallup's trends reflecting more personal views of religion do not show the same patterns of fluctuation as
the broader questions about American society. What trends there are provide a somewhat mixed
message. While almost all measures show that Americans were more religious in the 1940s and 1950s than
in recent decades, Americans appear to be as personally religious now as they were in the late 1970s and
1980s. Church and synagogue membership, on the other hand, has drifted downward in a more steady
fashion. The current 61% of Americans who report being a church or synagogue member is as low as has
been measured by Gallup since the 1930s.
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View methodology, full question results, and trend data

http://www.gallup.com/

Sign up for Gallup e-mail alerts or RSS feeds

Get Gallup news on Facebook and Twitter

Copyright © 2011 Gallup, Inc. All rights reserved.

Gallup®, A8"™, Business Impact Analysism, CE'®, Clifton StrengthsFinder®, the 34 Clifton StrengthsFinder
theme names, Customer Engagement Index ", Drop Club®, Emotional Economy ", Employ ee Engagement
Index ", Employ ee Outlook Index ", Follow This Path™, Gallup Brain®, Gallup Consulting®, Gallup
Management Journal®, GMJ®, Gallup Press®, Gallup Publishing ", Gallup Tuesday Briefing®, Gallup
University®, HumanSigma®, '°™, 13™, Principallnsight”, Q*2®, SE25™ SF34®, SRI®, Strengths Spotlight ™,
Strengths-Based Selling ", StrengthsCoach ", StrengthsFinder®, StrengthsQuest™ , TeacherInsight , The

Gallup Path®, The Gallup Poll®, and Wellbeing Finder™ are trademarks of Gallup, Inc. All other trademarks
are the property of their respective owners. These materials are provided for noncommercial, personal use

only. Reproduction prohibited without the express permission of Gallup, Inc.

gallup.com/.../Near-Record-High-Religi... 4/4



