
Research conducted in 
Established or commonly accepted educational 

settings
Involving normal educational practices 

Research involving the use of
Educational tests

Surveys
Interviews

Observation of public behavior

Research involving 
Collection or study of existing data, documents, 

records or specimens

Research involving
Taste and food quality evaluation

Food acceptance studies

Will the only involvement of human subjects be in one or more of the 
categories below?

See CMU IRB Application 
Exempt (b)(1)

See CMU IRB Application 
Exempt (b)(2)

See CMU IRB Application 
Exempt (b)(4)

See CMU IRB Application 
Exempt (b)(6)

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Decision Tree: 
Does A Study Involving Human Subjects Qualify for Exempt Status?

Which CMU IRB Form Should Be Used? 

Yes

If the study does not fall into one of the above categories, it will likely need Expedited or 
Full Board Review.  Use the general CMU IRB Application.

Contact the IRB office with questions.  

Yes

No
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